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"~ Ben Barka I'ria Reacihes 1o 1git Piaces
’ By Bernard D. Nossiter | ere, the whole plot was mas- sallow agem\' of the TFrench

* Washinglon Post Foreign Bervice * |korminded by Mohammed Ouf- counteresplonage service. Lo-
TTARIS, Sopl. 9—The My kir, Moroceo’s Minigter of the|pez, nicknamed ‘“Savonette”
 orious and sinister Ben Barkafinterior, Ben Barka was alleg-|or Little Soap, squirmed, de-|tja] election. ‘
tcial briefly touched the high-fedly turned over:to Oufkir|njed and then finally admitted| Le Monde, the most impor-
ost office in France this week,Jand his henchmen, who 8UP-|16 had said that Foccart’s {n{tant newspaper here, id saying
|Gaulie’s personal staif. posedly knifed him slowly to the know. jJean-Louis Tixier-Vignancous

bcIc;r\:t 3&3&;%? 'flllmzﬁzaséoﬂi; def}:ﬂ weel’s most evocative But whether or not rtJh_i-s as-‘-ltonight rt:ha.t all this “demands
of Assizes here, The most pro-|line was “Foccart est au par- surance was- false -remains a'that the -hx_g‘pest persons who
vocative glimpses hinting atlfum,” Foccart's in the know.|mystery. Lopez did testify protected this cr}n}-xr};zi'\ opera-
top-level involvment in the Its subjcct, Jacques. Foceart, that all countercspionage re-tion must be sought.” But the
kidnaping of Medhi DBen]is secretary general of Pres- ports wind up on Foccart's prevailing view here is that
“IBarka have been of very snortlident de Gaulle’s staff for desk, but he was not pressed many of the central qu§stxops
duration. "I African affairs and reportedly closely on the point. - in the Ben Barka affair will
i This first week’s testimonylonce headed -a secret pres The long sessions in the'-_‘}f_"f}'f‘?_f“i"i?",".‘if.,?‘,-,': ik
'in a trial likely to Tun for alidenltlal police met. ' 'crowdod and stuify courtroom T
‘month was chicfly devoted to] Iis mame was dropped in have at Q.C‘?'St established one .
‘recounting a familiar script]testiniony by Louis Souchon, point: if its officials can bel - : ‘ '
‘Ben Barka, a left-wing opposida red-faced and beefy morals believed, the Fxench counter-
tion leader in' Morocco, wasjsquad detective.  Souchon|SPY Agency IS much too slopps
snatched from the heart swore “he took 'part in Ben ever to give the Central Intel-
Paris last Ootober by ¢ Barka's abduction with the as- ligenee Agency much of a run.
strange combination - off surance = that = Foceart was Reports disappear, Messasos
French police, a French secref covering him. . |are ot transmitted. ~Only: ,;
‘agent and French gangsters. The assurance came from| fonorable agents’ are Srv . .
{ “According 1o the authoritie]jAntoine Lopez, a thin-faced, ployed, but somehow they
PR ielrivirt St PRSPt LR oA PR R S et e 1 .,.l’ lave under\vorld frlends_' S
The highest ‘figure on trial,
here is Marcel le Roy, heavy-.
‘set, elegantly dressed, articu-
Jate and clearly used to au-
'thority. Until his arrest, hel
‘was @ manking official in the)
counterspy service, ‘
e " Unlike his five handcuffed
«codefendants who are charged ‘ -
with kidnaping, le Roy comes - N
"and gocs freely. He is accused ‘ o
only of failing to denounce &
‘erime. .
Le.Roy conceded that Lo-
'pez, his “honorable agent”
had told him fn advance of a
Morocear. plan 1o “recover”.
Ben Barka by “unorthodox
means.” As Lopez put if, the
‘Moroccans wanted Ben Barka, .
‘so badly they ‘‘would have put
Brigitte Bardot in his bed.” Le!
Roy duly filed a report-on-
‘this, but somehow, he said, it
‘was ignored or disappeared. '
 Less than three weels be-
fore Ben Barka was seized, le
‘Roy was informed ‘that the
iplot was coming up to an ugly
K S climax. But since the informa-
tion came from a man le Roy: -
iregarded as crazy, he testi-’
ified, he didn't pass it on. .
. . i Some .. political “parfum”
: (which 4ranslates -literally as
: : : o perfume smell or flavor) was - .
. ' . " ladded to the case boday when e

accepted a Tole as defense
counsel for Lopez. Ie was the, |
night-wing- candidate against
de Gualle in the last presiden-
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